IF THERE ANY ERRORS OR AMENDMENTS PLEASE ADVISE THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE NEXT MEETING

SUTTON-AT-HONE & HAWLEY PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES – PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 21st January 2021  
The COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic and the unprecedented Government measures in response to the crisis (e.g. prohibitions on gatherings, social distancing, self-isolation and shielding of those deemed to be the most vulnerable) have meant that the requirement for local authorities to hold public meetings in person with all members present in one place cannot currently be met. The statutory requirements for meetings are mainly contained in the Local Government Act 1972 (“the 1972 Act”) and the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (“the 1960 Act”). 
In recognition of the difficulties of holding and attending meetings, the Government included s.78 in the Coronavirus Act 2020 and provided the Secretary of State with the power to make Regulations for the provision of holding alternative format meetings. 
 As such, this meeting was held under terms agreed by Members being to conduct the Council business via internet link. 
Additionally the legislation allowed for the cancellation of the Annual Parish Council meeting and all current appointments continue until May 2021. 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 		Cllr O’Sullivan		illness	
Cllr Burch			Family illness
Members agreed to approve the apologies in advance from Cllr Burch for Feb & Mar meetings.
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr White declared an interest in 4.Planning
The Clerk granted dispensation to members for discussion on the budget.	
3. MANAGEMENT
a) Accounts.	The following payments were noted:
General
GSG				Grounds maintenance-Allotments		£80.00
JRGGS				Grounds maintenance				£671.67
Darent Valley Landscapes	Grounds maintenance				£285.00
V Bradford/Bluebridge		Digger hire/works-Allotments		£450.00
JA Projects			Works to Sextons Building			£439.00
JA Projects			Works at Chapelfields Allotments		£116.00
Parish Online			Annual Licence				£259.20
Scribe				Cemetery Annual Licence & set up 		£1017.60
Nat Trust				The Orchard-Licence				£100.00
Appt Bus Machines		Print/Copier					£17.33
M Clark				Pest control					£360.00
Streetlights			Repairs					£162.90
Lighting
E.ON				St Lighting Energy				£421.55
Burial
GSG				Grounds maintenance				£590.00

b) Minutes.	It was proposed by Cllr. Murphy, seconded by Cllr.Newitt and agreed by all to approve as a correct record minutes of the meeting held on 17th Dec 2020
c) Matters arising from Minutes.
Horse Incursion on Parsonage Lane	Clerk has contacted Env Agency, awaiting response. Cllr Newitt has obtained a contact number for field tenant. 

Chapelfield Allots	Works to water system completed

Sextons Building	Plumbing and groundworks completed, electrical works to be undertaken shortly

Pars Lane Rec		Groundworks/clearing delayed by weather conditions, undertaken as soon as weather improves and ground is firmer.

HR Committee	Cllr Downie confirms that she undertook a catch-up meeting with the Clerk and that all draft policies should be ready for circulation and agreement early February.

Jubilee Field		Cllr Murphy will submit the draft residents’ survey questionnaire to the Clerk for onward distribution. 
	
d) Questions from Public & Press

e) Urgent Agenda Items		Cllr Murphy highlighted the possible difficulty of elderly residents attending Covid vaccinations/tests and it was agreed to publicise the North West Kent Volunteer Service 

f) Items discussed
Co-option	Vacancies-1 x Hawley ward. Applications received from 2 candidates and distributed to members. 
	Resolution: Members voted on applications received and co-opted Ian Stevenson



KALC Community Award.		Referral received from resident (Cllr Moyles HK&SD PC).  Members discussed supporting this nomination*. 
	Members agreed to support the nomination as submitted. Clerk to progress.



Members discussed and agreed to look at the feasibility of a quarterly Parish Council award for residents.  
DATPC		Members acknowledged receipt of a report from meeting held on 12/01/21. 

Vice Chair	Members discussed and agreed to appoint a Vice Chair following Cllr Burch’s extended absence. Chair requested any nominations
	Members received a self nomination for Vice Chair from Cllr Newitt who is appointed Vice Chair.



g) Items for information

Solar Light, Barfield Green	Delivery Feb 1st, installation to follow

h) Parish Councillors Report
Recreation Grounds QEF/KGF	Cllr Harbud informed members that he & Cllrs Newitt & Murphy proposed the installation of a gate on the pedestrian trackway and a length of fence adjacent to the car park gate to restrict access, not allowing horses. All in agreement. Clerk to progress the purchase and installation. 

Burial ground		Clerk reported that the dog bin has not been emptied by the DBC contractor, this is now reported to them for action. 

Jubilee Field		Nothing to report

Barfield Green		Nothing to report

Burnthouse Lane	Nothing to report

Allotments		Clerk reported that some work to the rear hedge overgrowth had taken place.

Hawley Pavilion	Cllr White informed members of communication received from the Hawley Pavilion Trust secretary that the roof is leaking which is affecting the new build and remedial works will be undertaken as soon as possible.

i) Clerk’s Report	
The Clerk informed members that she has populated Parish Online with the council’s assets and that she is undertaking training and familiarisation with the system. Similarly she is starting to use Scribe cemetery software and again undertaking training and familiarisation.
Clerk will be measuring and marking out boundary lines at the QE2 Field/Parsonage Lane

j) Other Business
To note: 

The receipt of the Kent Police Dec 2020 report. Members agreed it was an improvement on previous submissions. 

FCSD had requested information on the council for their newsletter and it was agreed to collate this for agreement at the Feb meeting. 

Cllr Findlay noted the amount of rubbish outside the parade of shops on Main Road near the library and queried the large contract waste bins ownership. It was agreed to investigate who owns the footway and whether these bins are lawfully sited. 

*It was agreed to contact the KALC Community Award nominee to offer help and support if needed. 

4. PLANNING
It was agreed that Cllr Findlay would join the Planning Committee and he will undertake some planning training when available. 

As determined by the planning committee;		

No comments/objections:

Erection of a single storey side/rear extension
33 Keith Avenue
Sutton At Hone
Kent
DA4 9HH

Erection of a part two/part single storey rear extension with Juliette balconies at first floor and dormer windows and roof light in rear elevation in connection with providing additional rooms in the roof space together with new roof and replacement of all existing windows.
Oakbank
Hawley Road
Hawley
Kent
DA2 7RF
	.

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8.35pm

Chairman…………………………


Date………………………………

