IF THERE ANY ERRORS OR AMENDMENTS PLEASE ADVISE THE CLERK PRIOR TO THE NEXT MEETING

SUTTON-AT-HONE & HAWLEY PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES – PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 17TH DECEMBER 2020
	The COVID-19 Coronavirus pandemic and the unprecedented Government measures in response to the crisis (e.g. prohibitions on gatherings, social distancing, self-isolation and shielding of those deemed to be the most vulnerable) have meant that the requirement for local authorities to hold public meetings in person with all members present in one place cannot currently be met. The statutory requirements for meetings are mainly contained in the Local Government Act 1972 (“the 1972 Act”) and the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (“the 1960 Act”). 
In recognition of the difficulties of holding and attending meetings, the Government included s.78 in the Coronavirus Act 2020 and provided the Secretary of State with the power to make Regulations for the provision of holding alternative format meetings. 
 As such, this meeting was held under terms agreed by Members being to conduct the Council business via internet link. 
Additionally the legislation allowed for the cancellation of the Annual Parish Council meeting and all current appointments continue until May 2021. 

The Chair welcomed the new members, Cllrs Downie & Findlay 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE. 		Cllr O’Sullivan		Ill health
Cllr White			Covid support
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Findlay declared an interest in the item regarding Church Road speed limit
The Clerk granted dispensation to members for discussion on the budget.	
3. MANAGEMENT
a) Accounts.		 It was proposed by Cllr. Murphy, 
seconded by Cllr.Newitt and agreed to approve matters related to finance as follows:
General
JRGGS			Grounds Maintenance				£871.67
Locks N Tools			Chain & Padlock				£43.67
Veolia				Confidential waste disposal			£82.80
Timber Mouldings		Pavilion gutter repairs				£46.17
PKF Littlejohn		Annual Audit Review				£480.00
GSG				Grounds maintenance				£300.00
Burial
GSG				Grounds Maintenance				£730.00
Urbaser			Waste removal (backlog)			£720.00
Lighting
E.on				Streetlighting energy				£407.95
Streetlights			Repairs & Maint contract (6 months)		£2654.15

b) Minutes.	It was proposed by Cllr. Burch, seconded by Cllr. Murphy and agreed by all to approve as a correct record minutes of the meeting held on 19th  November 2020
c) Matters arising from Minutes.	
Solar Light-Barfield Green	Clerk reported that the contractor had reported difficulty in obtaining the item from overseas but there was now a supplier in the UK and the column is expected imminently.

Water System-Chapelfields Allotments		Clerk reported that works have taken place and should be completed this week

Improvement works to Sextons Hut	Chair updated members - all trades have been instructed and works commenced this week. 	

Corporate Signs	Clerk informed members that a supplier had been decided upon and the cost of each sign was in the region of £670 (detail dependent) and this had been factored into the budget for 2021/22

Horse incursion on Parsonage Lane rec	No contact had yet been made with the owner of the field where horses are kept. Two point of entry, vis our trackway/river or via path from Main Road.
Short term actions
· Cllr Burch to continue to try and contact the owner of the adjacent land to seek assistance with the tenant.
· Cllr Newitt to seek the tenants contact information from the FCSD to allow direct dialogue.
Longer term actions if necessary
· Clerk to contact the Env Agency to request permission to erect barrier across river. 
· Council to consider a gate/barrier to prevent incursion via paths and to view all other boundaries and possible entry points

d) Questions from Public & Press			NONE

e) Urgent Agenda Items			NONE

f) Items discussed
Budget 2021/22		Council discussed the budget for 2021/22 as drafted and submitted by Finance Committee. Cllr Burch proposed to accept the budget, Cllr Newitt seconded, all in agreement
	RESOLUTION: Council approved the budget for the year 2021/22



Burial Ground Digital Software	Council discussed the use of Scribe Cemetery software. Annual licence cost £648. Set up fee £200. All in favour of purchasing this software.
	RESOLUTION: Council agreed to use Scribe Cemetery software for digital processing and recording of burial administration and records



Parish Online Software	Council discussed the use of Parish Online as digital mapping software. Annual licence cost £216. All in agreement
	RESOLUTION: Council agreed to use Parish Online as a digital mapping service



KCC	Amendment to extend effective 30 mph speed limit area-Church Road. Members agreed to the extension of the existing limit and agreed to request it be reduced to 20 mph. 
	Council to request KCC consider reducing the speed limit to 20 mph in the same area


It was agreed to look further at possibility of reducing speed limit along the A225 in the environs of the school.
The issue regarding parking around the school was also discussed, this was a big problem and a safety issue. All agreed that the PC should raise this with the appropriate bodies and seek resolution.

COMMITTEES

HR	Members agreed TORs for the committee as submitted.  
	Council to approve the working aims of the committee and agree membership of the committee 


Membership of the Committee was agreed.
Cllr Harbud volunteered to continue to work on the Committee
In the absence of Cllr O’Sullivan who had previously worked on the committee it was agreed to obtain confirmation as to his intent to continue on the committee, this could then be confirmed at the next PC meeting (as per the ToRs) 

Cllr Downie volunteered to join the committee. 
Cllr Burch proposed Cllr Downie as Chair, Cllr Newitt seconded, Cllr Downie will be Chair of the HR committee. 

POLICIES
Social Media Policy		Cllr Murphy proposed and Cllr Findlay seconded the approval of this policy with one slight amendment as proposed by Cllr Newitt. All in agreement

g) Items for information

Items tabled:			NONE

h) Parish Councillors Report

Cllr Newitt reported he had attended the virtual Dynamic Councillor training course (KALC) and that he had found it beneficial, he recommended it to others. The Chair requested Clerk send out information on this course to new members and thanked Cllr Newitt for attending.

Recreation grounds QEF/KGF	Chair confirmed that the western side of the site had been cut back and reseeded and that the eastern side adjacent to the river would be cleared, as agreed, in the next week. 	

Burial ground		The new area had been cleared and turned over by contractor. 

Jubilee Field		No issues

Barfield Green		No issues

Burnthouse Lane        No issues

Allotments		No issues

i) Clerk’s Report	
Clerk reported that the claim for Small Business Rate Relief under Covid legislation  had been successful. Received £1334.00

j) Other Business

Cllr Murphy will devise a questionnaire to ascertain residents’ views on their use of Jubilee Field to allow the PC to formulate a longer term plan for beneficial use of the area. 

Cllr Findlay had recovered a discarded KHS sign. Clerk requested safekeeping and she will contact KHS
4. PLANNING

As determined by Planning committee, no objections:

Erection of a part two storey/part single storey side extension
7 Saxon Road
Hawley
Kent
DA2 7SH

Erection of a single storey rear/side extension
140 Shirehall Road
Hawley
Kent
DA2 7SN

Application for T1 Walnut - Remove snapped lodged branch, crown reduce whole crown by approximately 2m subject to Tree Preservation Order No22 1983
North Of 1 -10 Axtane Close
Sutton At Hone
Kent
DA4 9BT

There being no further business the meeting was declared closed at 8.17pm

Chairman……………………………………….Date………………………………
